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UOXFORD*' 



TRACT THE FIRST. 



OF* THE 

INDIANS IN THE COLONIES. 



'TTHE variety of fe&is to be found amohgft 
-*■ the European inhabitants of the colonies, 
though a thing to be laniiented by a lover of 
iinity among Chriftians, and frequently urged 
as a proof of the little fuccefs attending die foci- 
ety's miffions, is in truth the cleareft evidence 
of the great fervice done to religion by the ve- 
nerable Society for propagating the go^el, and 
the great benefits the people of America have 
derived from its eftablifliment. In almoft tVtty 
new fettled colony the inhabitants were too 
poor and too much difperfed to agree upon a 
common place for public worlhip, or to maintain 
a clergyman to officiate at it, and their dcfccn- 
dants, though more numerous and drawn near- 
er together, would hardly have defired to know 
more of religion than they had learned from 
their fathers. But, when through paeans of 
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the Society, a regular mode of worfhip had 
been fettled, and the duties of religion were 
inculcated at ftated times, the people who 
would have fatisfied their own minds with 
never attending any church, had there been 
none to go to, found thcmfelves ftimulated 
by their own confcience, or reproached by 
their neighbours, and fb compelled either to 
attend the fubfifting form of worfhip, or pro- 
cure one they liked better ; and thus has reli- 
gion been propagated throughout the whole 
Country. 

But although one great purpofe of the So- 
ciety has been anfwered, and the defcendants 
' of the European fettlers have been kept back 
from degeiterating into the barbarifm and igno- 
Tance of the natives, it is much to be lamen- 
ted that {o little has been done towards in- 
ftru<9ing the free Indians or Negroe flaves in 
the colotiies. The obfliacles to the cocivcrfion 
of the Indians are indeed many and fc^midable. 
Were th^y onhr ignorant of our religion, their 
natural Jgood ienic would give hopes of their 
imbibing its dodlrines, 6;> foon as they were 
properly explained and fet before them ; but 
the misfortune is, that they arc not only igno- 
rant of it, but what they do know, and arc 
taught, is diametrically oppofite to the doc- 
trines of Chriftianity. While thcyarc infants 
they are taugnt to repeat the warlike atchieve- 
ments of their aaceftors, and the tortures they 
fufiered or inflided upon their enemies; aini 
they ar€ required to prove the lincerity of their 
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pidfefliahs to imitate fuch examples, by pa- 
tiently bearing hunger for feveral days, fuffer- 
ing their limbs to be lacerated by filhes teeth/ 
or {landing reibiutely under a plate of iron 
with burning coals upon their heads until the 
fcaip is parched to a cinder. No wonder then 
that their wars are hereditary, and that Indian^ 
rcfentments are fo impfecable. As the objeA 
of their wars is always the utter extirpation of 
their enemies, they are inftrufted to deftroy 
an enemy in the manner the moft fafe for 
themfelves; and for the lame reafon, killing a 
woman or i. child is more highly honoured 
than flaying a man. Hence their fubtlety and 
their cruelty to the innocent and helplefs inha- 
bitants« No Indian can be confiderable in his 
nation until be is dubbed a warrior, and that 
-he can never be without producing a fcalp, and 
hence the frequency of wars with each othen. 
Of all our methods of making war, none ap- 
peared to them fo ridiculous and abfurd as our 
fparing prifoners, and many of their parties 
withdrew from us on that account. What, 
fay they, after you have got your enemy in 
your power, will you let him go, that he may 
kill you or your friends again ? Vagrant in 
their manner of life, without focial intercourfe 
even among each other, jealous in the higheft 
degree of their liberty and independency, and 
attached to their cuftoms and nation, with 
more than Spartan pride and tenacity. Such 
w« found them. They had, however, fome 

notions 



( 6 ) 

notions of honefty in their little dealings, hut 
thofe we have eradicated. Our traders and 
they now mutually deceive each other. Our 
traders cut.fliort their meafure, and they fow 
lead bullets in the ears and tails of their ikins* 
Both expeft to be cheated, and under that ex- 
pectation each makes his bargain, and fraud 
is become fo cuftomarjP, that it would be very 
difficult, if not imprafticable, to eftabfifli ah 
honeft tariff between them. The Indians never 
complain of a trader cheating them unlefs he 
is remarkably dextrous and exorbitant, and 
then they only charge them with cheating thenv 
foo much. 

Very unpromifing principles, and difpofi* 
tions thefe, on which to graft the meek, for- 
bearing, equitable, and benevolent tenets of 
Chriftianity ! 

The caufe is not, however, to be forfaken 
as altogether hopelefs. Their converfion may, 
through Gfod*s bleffing, ftill be efFefted, though 
a much greater compafs muft be taken than 
has hitherto been thought neceflary, to attain 
it. 

The proteftant miffionaries, in order to do 
themfelves credit, make it their firft objeft to- 
get the Indians to fubmit to be baptized, and 
preparatory thereto they opened to them the 
itioft myfterious dodlrines of Chriftianity, (hock- 
ing their pride by difplaying their origmal cor- 
ruptions and blindneis, and exciting their jea- 
loufy, by the change they arc told is to be 
wrought in them. They inform them of the 
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fpiritual worfhip, which is to be paid to the 
Deity, ridicule their talifmans, and at once ex- 
hort them to ceafe to be Indians, lay afide all 
their own cuftoms, quit their country and in- 
dependency, and become a poor contemptible 
people among us. The Roman catholic miffio- 
narie$ take a different method, and have there- 
fore been more fuccefsful. They firft conci- 
liate the good will of the Indians, by following 
their cuftoms, and learning their language* 
Being provided with medicines, and (killed in 
the ufe of them, they fbon get the Indians to 
truft more in their talifinans for their cure, 
than in their own. And the miffionary be- 
comes the Indian conjurer, before he difclofes 
his purpofe. Tlieir inquiry whence he had 
his talifman and its virtues, naturally opens to 
Jiim an occafion of difcourfing to them of the 
fupreme Being, whom they all have fome no- 
tion of the m^er of breathy and of Chrift Jefus 
the great Conjurer, who cured all the world 
on the other fide the great water, and would 
have come to the Indians if he had not been 
killed by bad people. He fhews them a re- 
lick, which he pretends cures all difeafes, and 
which his love for the Indians made him bring 
to them. So far from (hocking their prejudices 
by preaching forgivenefs of -injuries or peace 
with their enemies, he points their enmity 
^gainft his nation's enemies as thofe who had 
prevented the gteat Conjurer from coming to 
them. If by following his inftrudions they 
gain an advantage over their enemies or efcapc 
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unhurt, they readily impute their good fortune 
to the virtues of his taliiman, and in their fu- 
ture expeditions fubmit to fuch difcipline^ by 
way of preparatictfi for a fuccefsful enterprife, 
as he Ihall enjoin them. Thus are they bap- 
tized, and made to believe in Chrift, with- 
out perceiving that they are become Chrif- 
tians; and meir attachn^nt to the miffio- 
nary is fuch, as to lead them to adopt impli^ 
dtly any mode or cuftom he may think pro- 
per to inftitute. Such Chrifiians do not in- 
deed deferve to be called profelytes ; for al- 
though they looked upon our Saviour to have 
been a great benefedor to mankind, they 
neither know him for their redeemer, nor 
confcH'm to his doftrine or example. Thefe 
inftrui^ons were however fufficient for politi- 
cal purpofes, and made them good allies to 
the French, though but indifferent members 
of the catholic church, and perhaps the con- 
tinual contentions between the Eurc^ean 
fettlers in America might be the reafon why 
the French miffionaries gave them no bet- 
ter notions. But all enmity having now 
ceafed in thofe parts, and the whole domi- 
nion being in Great Britain ; our State and 
Church are both called upon to co-operate in 
forming and fupporting a proteble fyftem for 
converting thefe favage people. To contri- 
bute what in me lies to fo good a work, is 
the intention of this paper, and I (hall there- 
fore go on to fuggeft fuch apian as my acquain- 
tance with the Indians gives me hopes would 

fucceed. 



• ( 9 ) 

fucceed, fubmitting it to the confideration of 
the venerable Society. 

In this great undertaking government tnuft 
lead the way, Inftrudions fhould be fent 
to the agents ani governors, to exhort the 
Indians to live in peace with each other. 
And to take away the motive of the young 
men to make war, the king's officers (hould 
be directed to diftinguifh thofe who were 
expert in hunting or ctfltivatiug the groynd, 
by presents above the warriors. This would 
prelently beget a civil means of becoming 
confiderablc. To induce them to leave their 
women and children always in their towns» 
which is the fir ft ftep towards their civiliza- 
tion, they fhould be furnilhed with a variety 
of garden feeds, and tools to plant them with. 
Neat cattle would be acceptable prefents, and 
a great means of civilizing them, and poultry 
would oblige them to fence and indole their 
habitations. Locks and hinges fhould be fur- 
nifhed them as a means of teaching them pro- 
perty ; and no regard (hould ever be iho'wn to 
thofe who made depredations upon others. Go-, 
vernment having done fo much, the Society 
might then begin. The miffionary (hould b^ 
inftrufted in phyfic, and be fupplied with me-- 
dicines. To giye him confequence it would 
be proper that the fuperintendant gave him 
a deputation for the town or nation, he refided 
in. He (hould be enabled to pay the Indians 
for building him a neat hou(e, and cultivating 
ibme ground as. a garden. He (hould be fur- 
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nifhed with cows, and every means of fubfif- 
tence, which was intended to be introduced 
among the Indians. He might introduce the 
(ilk culture among them, in the warm and 
temperate clirnates, by planting the mulberry 
trees, and paying the women and children for 
gathering the leaves. By fuch kindnefles 
they would be led to confider him as their 
beft friend, and would not oppofe their chil- 
dren learning any fbng or rhyme he niight 
pay them for getting by heart. The great 
Indian nations would never fufFer their chil- 
dren to be taught our language; their po- 
licy is to keep as much from us as they 
can; fo that whatever inftruftion is given 
them muft be ftolen upon them in their 
pwn language. As no real profelytes were 
ever made, but thofe who fought to be con- 
verted; an illiterate people muft firft have a 
delire of knowledge excited in them before 
they can be taught. Curiofity muft there- 
fore firft be excited in the Indians before their 
attention tq any doftrine can be engaged, and 
when their attention is fixed, fuch things 
ihould only be propofed to them as their pre- 
fent ftate will admit of their receiving. It 
ought to be remembered, that man was in- 
tended for polifhed fociety, and that the Chrif- 
tian difpenfation is adapted to him in his beft 
ftate. It was not till after the Greek and 
Roman civility had been fpread over the 
world, that Chriftianity was pron^ulgated. 
While the Jews were an erratic people, had 
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fettieriienfe to purchafe by the fword, heredi- 
tary antipathies againft odber nations to main- 
tain, and were to pride themfelves in cuftoms 
which diftinguifhed them from the reft of* 
mankind, a lefs perfect fyftem was thought bet- 
ter fuited to their circumftances.. ^he Indians 
have no facrifiees lior days of expiation, nor 
do they pay any fort of rehgious worftiip to 
any thing in heaven or earth. It would 
therefore be irnpfafticable in the be^nning^ 
to make them coniprehend the necemty for 
Chrift*s fufFering, or to convince them of the 
benefits derived to them through his blopdi 
They could not poffibly underftand the prohi- 
bitions in either the fecond or third con^mand- 
ment, and as all that they do is work of necef- 
(ity, they would not be much edified by lec- 
tures upon the fourth, Baptifm Ihould not be 
adminiftered to children whofe parents had 
, not received it themfelves, or defired it for 
themi I have faid, that the Indians are jea- 
lous of theit independency, and if their chil- 
dren fhould be flattered to receive that facra- 
ment, they would think fbmethiiig ver;^ dif- 
ferent from its purpofc was intended by it. 

When the Englilh traders come into the 
Indian nation, the miffionary fliould then 
exercife his fun<5tion. Their aflembling on a 
Sunday would lead the Indians to inquire 
what was doing, and the miffionary to oblige 
them, might preach in the Indian language. 
His difcourfe fhould notwithftanding be di- 
redled entirely to the traders, but fo framed, 
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a& to make favourable impreffions on the In- 
dians, and induce them to Come again. On 
fuch oCcaiionS he Ihould exhort the traders 
to look Upon the Indians as brothers, all cre- 
ated by one common father the great Spirit^ 
and to deal juftly, and not to ufe their know- 
ledge of trade to over-reach the unfufpeding 
Indian. He fhould enlarge upon the great 
advantages they derived from having received 
their birth and education in a country vi^here 
the Mrill of Almighty God had been clearly 
revealed, and thence urge them to be more 
particularly careful in their conduct towards 
the Indians j who had no fuch advantages, but 
were brought up in the wild forefts without 
other inftruftion than their own natural faga- 
city furnifhed them with. He fhould repre- 
fent it to be in an efpecial manner their duty 
to inform the Indians of any thing which the 
great Spirit had revealed, if they defiredtoknow 
it ; and that as in another life they ihould 
be all one people, fo they fhould now live 
together in the fame manner. That they 
were to remember, that in the other world, 
when they came to live again, they Ihould 
be rewarded or puniflied according to what 
they had done here, for that the great Spirit 
knew every thing they did, and faw them 
wherever they went. Thefe are things the 
Indians could underftand, and would pro- 
bably defire to hear again ; and fome would 
perhaps be led to wifh for farther inftruftion. 
The puhjic exhortations Ihould nev'erthelefs 
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be continued upon the firft fimple plan, be- 
caufe as new comers would every day be drop- 
ping in, it would be much better to give 
higher inftruftiofi in private to fuch whofe 
early attention or quicker parts might require 
it, than to overpower the underftandings of 
weaker or duller hearers. No point of con- 
troverfy among Chriftians fliould ever be 
mentioned, not only to fave the Indians the 
perplexity of difcuffing things with which they 
can have nothing to do, but to engage the af- 
fiftance of all denominations of Chriftians in 
the colonies, who, if they were acquainted 
with the plan of our miffionaries, would rea- 
dily give their own the like catholic inftruc- 
tions. Whatever be the method taken up, if 
any fuccefs be expefted from it among the In- 
dians, it muft be founded on this principle, 
that nothing is to be prejfed upon them ; their 
own delires muft move foremoft, and thofe 
will always carry them to alk as much as they 
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TRACT THE SECOND. 



OF THE 

NEGROE SLAVES in the COLONIES. 



'T^HE difficulties attending a plan for the 
-*- inftruftion of the negroe flaves in our 
colonies are very different from the obftacles^ 
which prefent themfelves to the converfion 
of the North American Indians* The quick 
lagacity of the Indian keeps him aloof from 
every attempt to convert him. The dull ftu- 
pidity of the Negroe leaves him without any 
deiire for inftrudtion. Whether the Creator 
originally formed thefe black people a little 
lower than other men, or that they have 
loft their intelleftual powers through difufe, 
I will not affume the province of determi- 
ning ; but certain it is, that a new Negroe ^^ 
(as thofe lately imported from Africa are cal- 
led,) is a complete definition of indolent ftu- 
pidity, nor could a more forcible means be 
employed for the converfion of a deifty than 
fetting one of thefe creatures before him, as 
an example of man in a ftate of nature, unbi-^ 
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ajfed by revelation or education. Their ftu- 
pidity does not however authorize u« to con* 
lider them as beafts for our ufe, much lefs 
to deny them all knqv^ledge of the common, 
ialvation. The Negroes born in our colonies 
are undoubtedly capable of receiving inftruc- 
tion, and thofe who are born . among the 
French are inftruded in the R<xnan Catholic 
religion ; but our planters are generally averfe 
to their Negroes being taught any thing but 
labour, and yet the generality of our North 
American planters have a regard for religion, 
and are punctual in the difcharge of its du* 
ties, as far as they think themfelves obliged 
by them. How this comes to pafs muft be 
our firft inquiry ; for unlefs the planter can 
be prevailed on to give his affiftance, it will 
be in vain to propofe any method for inftruc- 
ting his flaves. 

Our planters objeftions to their Negroes 
being inftrufted is fimply this, that inftruc- 
tion renders them lefs fit or lefs willing to 
labour. Experience juftifies their opinion, 
and a little refleftion will convince us that 
fuch muft be the confequence. 

The Britiih laws dilown perpetual fervi-t 
tude, and the people 6f thefe iilands have a 
general antipathy to flavery. The right of 
the planter to his Negroe is only founded 
on the a£ts of his provincial aflembly, and 
beyond their jurifdiftion he ha« no power 
over him. If he teaches his Negroe to read 
one book, he Will of himfelf reaA another^ 
3nd fuch has been the iipprudence of fbme ill- 
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informed writers, that books arc not wanting 
to exhort the Negroes to rebel againft their 
mafters. Were the Negroes univeriaily 
taught to read, and a late publication^^ which 
out of refpeft I forbear to name, put into their 
hands and circulated among them', there would 
be little doubt that the next Ihips informed us 
of a general infurredion of the Negroes, and 
the maflacre of their owners ; and yet the 
writer's intention was certainly to engage the 
planter to have his Negroes inftruded. 

The cafe is very different with the French 
planter and his Negroes. The perpetual fer- 
vitude of the Negroes is not only coniented to 
by that nation, but is expi^eflly authorized by 
the king's edift : " Declarons les efclaves 
<• eftre meubles & comme tels entrent en la 
** communaute, les enfans qui naiftront de 
** marriage entre efclaves leront efclaves, & 
*' appartiendront aux maiftres des femmes ef- 
*' claves," are the terms of the perpetual edi(9: 
of March, 1687. The French planter can 
therefore have no apprehenfion of lofing his 
Have by giving him inftruftion, nor will the 
flave's being inftrufted make him lefs willing 
to obey his mafter. There are no books to 
be given them to read which charge their maf- 
ters with infringing both divine and human 
lawsf by retaining them in flavery ; nor are 
fuch doftrines tranfmitted to them under the 

* Eifliop Warbiirton's Sermon before the Sqciety for 
Propagati^jp of th^ Go.fpcl, 
, f Vide Ibid. 
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fatt£tion of a religious fociety cornpofed of 
the governors of tne national church. Here 
then is the true fource of the evil, and the -re- 
medy is obvious. If the purchafing a Negroe 
for a flave be an it^ringement of Jivme and 
human laws^ in Gkid's name, why is fuch a 
trade permitted ? A -few words in an a6l of 
parliament prohibiting the importation or fale 
of Negroes in our colonics will deftroy the 

pra<3ice in future. ^And a few words more, 

declaring the offspring oS. Negroes already im- 
ported to be free, will prevent flavery extend- 
ing to the next generation- This method is 
certainly the nKxft proper, and the only one 
which can have efficacy ; nor does it feem 
very confident in any mcamber of either houfe 
of parliament to declaim without doors againft 
the integrity of this tranfaftion, and bear no 
teftimeny ^ainft its encouragement within. 
Even the lalt feffion of parliament, 1 766, fur- 
niflied an occafion for aflferting the rights of 
theNegrops, and difplaying the infamy of tra- 
iling in them. The aft for opening free ports; 
in me Weft-Indies declares Negroes a lawful 
(commodity and to be imported and fold there 
upon paying a certain duty ; but neither upon 
the paffing that a£t, nor upon the paffing any 
former one for the encouragement of the Afri- 
can trade, does there appear a fingie proteft iu 
abhorrence of that trade, or of treating ratio- 
ml creatures as property.^ Rut, befides, the 

* Waiburton's Scrinpn*. 
f Ibid. 
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perpetual fervitude of the Negroes in our co-^ 
lonies is not the aft of their mafters, nor is 
it the mere effefl of their power over thofe 
wretches. In every colony the right of the 
owner is fixed by the law of the colony fra- 
med under the king's inftrudtions, and after- 
wards tranfmitted for his approbation in his 
privy council ; it was therefore in the difcre- 
tion of the privy council to repeal all thefe 
afts of the colonies, when they were tranf- 
mitted, and fuch of them as have not received 
the royal confirmation may ftill be repealed ; 
and if that were done, every Negroe born in 
the colonies would become entitled to all the 
privileges and franchifes of the natural born 
fubjefts of this realm. How then does it 
happen, that thefe afts, fo repugnant to all 
divine and human laws^ are fuffered to exift ? 
Are there no lords of the council fufficiently 
zealous in the caufe of liberty and religion to 
procure their repeal ? Or, are there none others 
to make application to the council for that pur- 
pofe ? If therefore the purchafing the Negroes 
for flaves be a violation of the laws of nature 
and humanity ^ it is pretty evident that the Ame- 
rican planters do not alone bear the weight of 
that iniquity, nor are they only to be called 
upon to remove the evil. If however on the 
other hand the purchafing Negroes for flaves 
be confiftent with divine and human obliga- 
tions, care fhould be taken to fecure the pro- 
perty of the flave to his owner under all circum- 

* Warburton's Sermon. 
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ftancesi and fuch a plan of inftru£tion fhouici 
be digefted, as might beft conduce to the Ne- 
groes eternal welfare, without making them 
uneafy in their prefent condition, or encoura- 
ging them to revolt againft their owners. As 
the firft thing to be done therefore is to deter- 
mine the lawfulnefs of purchafuig Negroes for 
llaves, it may be proper to fiate the faft fully^ 
that thofe whofe high office it is to expound 
the divine will as far as it has been revealed, 
may be the better able to judge of the confor- 
mity or repugnance of this tranfaftion to it. 

The African ftates on the weft eoaft of that 
vaft peninfula are all, except the Fantees and 
their confederates, purely monarchical, and 
the fovereign claims the abfolute difpofal of 
the perfons as well as effefts of his fubjedls. 
There is no individual over whom the fove- 
reign does not claim this right, unlefs fuch 
individual has obtained his freedom by the 
grant of the fovereign. Thofe whom the fo- 
vereign has permitted to have property, inveft 
it in llaves, which they purchafe either of their 
fovereign or from the rich men "of other ftates^ 
or their own ; thefe great men confider the 
offspring of their flaves as their annual income, 
and fell the children or parents as their conve- 
nience or neceffity direftsi Throughout Africa, 
as well among the Fantees as other nations, liot 
onlya man's flaves, but his wife, children, and 
even himfelf, are all liable^ to his debts, and 
the fines fet on him by the fovereign or the 
fupreme council. The monarchs by this 
means frequently repofleis themfelves of their 
C 2 manu- 
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manumitted fubje^s and his flaves and chil- 
dren, and the Fantees by this means rid the 
ftate of a»y dangerous individual. That fuch 
IhouM be the policy of the African ftates will; 
not appear ftrange to^any one who is acquaint- 
ed with what pafles or has paft in more en- 
lightened parts of the world. It is a good 
fpeculati¥€ pofition, that ho mzti ought to be 
bound by conditions to which he never perfo- 
nally confented, yet we Ihall find no govern- 
ment exifting where the child would not be 
punifhed* for refufing fubmiffion to the con- 
stitution handfed down to him by his anceftor ; 
tod indeed the permanency of all government 
refts upon the acknowledged right in the pa- 
rent to decide the political condition of his ofF- 
fpring. hi Ireland, more than two thirds of 
the inhabitants are not only denied a right to 
give their perfonal confent to the laws by 
which they and their children are bound, but 
diey are made incapable of acquiring that fort 
of property which might give them influence 
widi thofe who make the liaws. It is ftill the 
cafe in Poland, and was the cafe in fome parts 
of Britain not many yeats fince, to transfer 
the fervice of the inhabitants and the power 
over their lives, with the titles to the lands ; 
and it was the univerfal praftice among the 
Afiatic nations, the Jews only excepted, to 
Gonfider a man's wife and children as his ef- 
fects, and to fell them for the iatisfadlion of 
his creditors, as appears from all hiftory anci- 
ent and modern, but moft authentically from 
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Ac parable of debtor and creditor, recorded 
bj St. IVfetthew. 

Thefe things are not mentioned either to 
excufe the pc^cy of the African flates by their 
example, or to cenfure thofe who have done 
them ; but in order to obviate a wtl^r reflec* 
don upon the African traders, which is, that 
the flavery of the people on that continent i& 
owing to the demand their princes have found 
for flaves from the American colonies ; wheirc- 
as men have fold one another from the very 
carlieft ages of the world, and wherever fo- 
vereign authority has been lodged, it has af- 
fumed a right to difpofe of the lives and pro- 
perties of the lubjefts. From the coaft of 
Guitiea to the extremity of Abyilinia there is 
not a ftate, the Fantees only excepted, where 
the people are not, and as far as we know of 
them, always were, flaves; and their princes 
and great men traded with one another in flaves 
long before America was difcovered. The de- 
mand which the American colonies have oc- 
cafioned, has probably given rife to many afts 
of tyraimy and oppreffion in the fovereigns, 
in order to polfefs themfelves of the flaves of 
their great men ; but on the other hand it may 
have made them more careful of the lives of 
their own flaves or fubjefts, becauie of the 
profit they made by felling them. A captain 
of an Englifli ftiip who had offered the king of 
Dormi or Dehouma lefs than he had alked for 
five hundred of his flaves, was invited by 
him to dinner the following day ; they dined in 
a tent, and when they were rifing from table, 

the 
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the king of Dormi faid to the captain, You 
would not give me my price for my five hun- 
dred flaves, did you think I valued them too 
high ? You may now have them foi half the. 
money. And ordering the back of the tent to 
be drawn up, the five hundred heads were^ 
fhewn to him piled upon one another. This 
fl-ory, which is indubitably attefted, is a (hock- 
ing proof of the defpotifin of the African 
princes, and it alfo ferves to (hew how ill 
founded another vulgar notion is, that the Ne- 
groes annually brought to our colonies from 
Africa, are ftolen by our traders from thence* 
Indeed it is aftQni(hing, that fuch a notion 
Ihould ever have been entertained by any one, 
who ever thought about trade. To fuppofe 
that the feveral European ftates (hould fettle 
forts and faftories upon that coaft, in order to 
protj^fl: their fubjefts in ftealing away the in- 
habitants ; that the fame (hips and captains 
(hould return annually to the fame places, and 
among them fteal away near forty thoufand 
people each voyage, is fo monftrous, that the 
bare ftating it is a fufficient confutation. The 
maimer in which that trade is carried on is 
this : The return of our (hips to the coaft of 
Africa being regular, the Negroe faftors bring 
down the flaves they have purchafed in the in- 
terior parts of the country at the times the 
(hips are expefted, and fell or barter them to 
our captains for the beft price they can get ; 
fome of thefe faftors bring flaves even from 
the interior parts of Abyffinia, if their own 
accounts may be credited, and others are 
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brought them from an equal diftance to the 
fea coaft of Barbary to fupply the Turks. 
The princes and great men who refide near 
the coaft, or upon the navigable rivers, make 
their own bargains with our Ihip captains, or 
the governors of our forts, fo that inftances are 
very rare, of even fingle Negroes being clandef^ 
tinely carried off by any of our people ; when- 
ever fuch a thing has been done, the captain 
who did it has never dared to return there 
again; and very fatal revenge has been taken 
upon fome of his countrymen. 

.The Negroes being arrived in our colonies, 
are put up to fale by their owners, and the 
planters purchafe them. The Fantees are 
generally carried to Jamaica, where they are 
greatly valued on account of their hardinefs 
and high fpirit. But as they were freemen in 
their own country, they are very difficult 
to be managed as (laves, and this is the prin- 
cipal reafon of the frequent infurreftion in 
that ifland ; while upon the continent efpe- 
cially, infurre£tions are feldom heard of. 

The other Negroes having been always 
flaves, fubmit to their new mafters willingly 
enough, when they know how they are to 
be employed. At firft indeed they are under 
great terrors of being eat by the white peo- 
ple, and fo ftrong have the apprehenfions 
of many of them been upon their arrival, that 
no entreaties could prevail on them to take 
any fuftenance, left they ftiould become fat 
and fitter for our food, until fome of their 
countrymen who had relided fome time in 
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th^ colony were brought to them, and- con* 
vinced them of the ferny of their fufpkions. * 

From this account of the trade, the plain 
ftate of the queftion feems to be, whether it be 
lawful in the captains of our Ihips to purchafe 
Negroes in Africa from thofe of that country, 
who by the nature of their govemn>ent, con- 
lider them as their property, and keep them 
in aftual fervitude ? And whether it be lawful 
for the Britifli fubje£ls in the colcMiies to pur- 
chafe thofe Negroes of thofe captains, and ta 
continue them and their offspring in a ftate 
of fervitude ? 

If the reverend members of the Society 
fliould be of ownion that this trade is con- 
trary to divine laws, it will furely be proper 
to apply to government for an aft of parlia- 
ment to prohibit it, and at the fame time ta 
apply for lands to be given to fuch Negroes 
as their mafters, in^fluenced by that opinion,^ 
may releafe from fervitude; for luch will be 
its effeft upon many of the North American 
planters. But if on the contrary the opinion 
ftould be, that the trade is not a violation of 
the divine laws, it will be highly proper ta 
tranfmit that opinion to the colonies, for the 
fatisfaftion of confcientious. planters, as weli 
as to encourage them to give their Negroes 
inftruftion, thereby to avail therpfelves of 
fuch authority for making them contented 
with their condition. 

No planter is fo groflly barbarous as not 
to wifh to have his Negroes do his work with 
a goocl will ; and very few would be fo bru- 
tal 
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ted or ign6rant as not to perc6ivc^ that wcrfc 
their Negroes infbru£ted in religion, and 
taught to ferve their mafters for confcicnce 
fake, that they would be much better ferved 
by them ; but it is furely the height of folly 
to expeft of any owner of Negroes to permit 
them to be told, that he violates all divine 
and human laws by retainiiig them in his 
fervice, or to allow them to have any notions 
of a religion, whofe fandlions he muft appear 
to them to condemn, by making them his 
ilaves. Until therefore the lawfulnefs of con-^ 
tinuing thefe people in perpetual fervitude be 
determined, it will be in vain to exped that 
our American planters will permit their Ne- 
groes to be intruded, much lefs contribute 
towards their inftrudion. 

Many regulations are wanting for fecuring 
good u&ge to thefe unhappy people, which 
no authority, but that of parliament, can en- 
force, and it is moft reproachful to this 
country, that thefe are more than five hun- 
dred tnoufand of its fubjeAs, for whom the 
legiflature has never ihewn the leaft regard, 
AH regulations, it is true, would be prepof- 
terous if the fervitude of thefe people be un- 
lawful ; but then it is ftill more reproachful 
to this country, that fo great a number of 
its fubjeils are unlawfully made (laves* On 
all accounts therefore the lawfulnefs of the 
thing muft firft be determined. When the 
Iprds the bifliops have declared their opinion 
of the divine law, an a£t of parliament will 
be fufficient to decide what Ihall be human 
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law; and until the firft is deckred, it would 
be prcfumptbn to offer any regulations to be 
made by the other* 



A P P i^ N D I X. 

Some .tim6 after the foregoing traifis Were 
written, and were prefented to the.late moft 
reverend and learned prefident of the Society 
for propagating the gdfpel in foreign parts, 
the Opinion of the Society refpefting the law*- 
fulnels of purchaiing or keeping Negroe 
flaVes was Called for in order to ffatne an an?- 
fwer to a letter received by the Society from 
Mr. Benezet of Philadelphia. With the per- 
raiflion of the venerable Society^ I fubjoin a 
copy 6f the anfwer written by their fecre- 
tary, as containing their opinion. 

Copy of & letter fent by the fevierend Dodlor 
Burton, feCretary of the Society for the 
propagation of the goipel in foreign parta^, 
to Mr. Anthony Benezet at Philadelphia. 
Dated the 6th of February^ 1768. 

SIR, 

XT'OUR letter to the Society for propaga- 

-*" ting the gofpel in foreign parts, of tne 

26th of April laft, hath been confidered by 

them with all due attention. And I am di- 

re<£ted , 
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Tctktd to aflure you that they have a gi^at 
cfteem for you, on account of the tendernefs 
and humanity which you exprefs for the Ne- 
groc ilaves, and are extremely defirous that 
they (hould be treated with the utmoft care 
and kindnefs, both with regard to temporals 
and (pirituale. That their labour fliould be 
made eafy to them in all refpeds. That 
they fhould be provided with conveniencies 
and accommodations to render their iituation 
comfortable, and efpecially that they fhould 
be regularly inftrufted in the principles of 
the Chriftian religion. The Society have for 
many years paft uniformly givw direftions 
to their agents in Barbadoes, agreeable to 
thefe fcntiments, which they believe have 
been obferved in a good degree. However 
they have lately lent to make more particular 
inquiries into this matter with full puipqle 
of tranfmitting, in the ftrongeft terms, fuch 
further orders as may be found neceflary, 
and of watching over the execution of them 
with all poffible attention ; hoping that the 
good effects of their example will have a 
proper, and by degrees a general influence on 
other owners of flaves in America. But they 
cannot condemn the praftice of keeping flaves ' 
as unlawful, finding the contrary very plainly 
implied in the precepts given by the apoftles, 
both to matters and lervants, which lafl: were 
then for the mofl: part flaves. And if the doc- 
trine of the unlawfulnefs of flavecy Ihould 
be taught in our colonies, the Society ap- 
prehend that matters, inttead of being con- 
P z vinccd 
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vinced of it, will grow more fufpicioufi and 
cruel, and much more unwilling to let their 
flaves learn Chriftianity : and that the poor 
creatures themfelves, if they come to look on 
this do£lrine as true, will be fo ftrongly 
tempted by it to rebel againft their mafters, 
that the moft dreadful confaquences to both 
will be likely to follow, and therefore, though 
the Society is fully fatisfied that your intention 
in this matter is perfeftly good, yet they 
moft earneftly beg you not to go fiirther in 
publilhing your notions, but rather to re- 
tra^ them if you fiiall fee caufc, which they 
ho|)e yon may on farther confideration. 
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TRACT THE THIRD. 



OF T HE 



NEGROE SLAVES in the COLONIES. 



H E lawfulnefs of purchafing Negroc 
flaves, and continuing them and meir 
pofterity in perpetual fervitude, having been 
admitted by the venerable Society for propa* 
gating the gofpel in foreign parts, in .thw 
letter to Mr. Benezet^ at rhiladelphia, dated 
the 6th of February, 1768, I (hall now, 
in purfuance of my former purpofe, endea- 
vour to engage the attention of the Society 
to forae coniiderations which may lead to a 
humane and chriftian fyftem, for the civil 
government and religious inftruftion of thofe 
unhappy people. 

The term flave having no legal fignificatioft 
in Great Britain, and being generally ufc4 
for defcribing the fubjefts of the moft de* 
fpotic tyrants, it is commonly underftood to 
denote, one who has no rights, his labour^ 
property, and life being at the difciretion of 

his 



his mafter. This definition of the term is 
far from being a true one in refpeft to the 
Negroe flaves in the Britilh colonies ; their 
owners have no other th^n a legal property 
in them, and legal authority over them, and 
the fame laws which make them (laves, give 
theni rights. 

In no Britifh colony is the life of the flave 
left in the power of the owner, and for cruel 
ufage, or infufBcient nourishment, the flave 
has a remedy fimilar to that of apprentices^ 
in England, though from the ignorance of 
the Negroe, and the partiality of the ma- 
giftrates, who are too frequently St^cii Cri-^ 
minis ^ the tyranny of the planter is much fel- 
domer puniflied in America, than the rigour 
of a rn^er in England, 
* If then the flavery of the Negroes in our 
golonies be no more than a le^al, perpetual 
fervitude, or hereditary apprenticelhip, thofe 
^ople are furejy. to be deemed fubjefts of 
Great Britain in their prticylar capacity and 
circymftance, nor ou^ht the laws of the fe- 
veral colonie3 refpedmg them, to pafs fuh 
ficntio^ and without examination by the king*s 
privy council, as matters with which the 
fupreme magiftrate has nothing to do ; neither 
^ould thofe laws be permitted to fleep after 
they have been enafted, or what is ftill 
ivorfe, fyffered to be carried into execution 
by thofe they deem parties, and between 
whom arid the Negroes they create recipro- 
cal duties.---The influence of the venerable 

Society 
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Society may perhaps obtain for thefc people, 
what it has been the difgrace of every admi«- 
iiiftration fince the Revolution to have neg* 
lefted, an impartial dilpenfation of the laws, 
nor has any patriot in all that time been found 
diiinterefled enough to take their caufe in 
hand j the Negroes indeed can do nothing 
either to further them in their purfuit of 
power, or to fecure their eleftions in the 
country; they can only recommend them by 
their prayers, to a feat in a kingdom where 
no modern patriot chufes to take his entire 
reward. We are now bleffed with a prince 
ypon the throne, whofe heart, warmed by 
religious benevolence, wiflies the felicity cf 
all mankind ; would he then fufFer, if he 
were informed of it, fo vafl: a multitude of 
his own fuje£ls to be inhumanely fcourged, 
lacerated by whips, nourifliment denied, and 
the talk of labour exaded, racked by every 
fpecies of torture the moft wanton tyranny 
can invent, and cither forced to expire under 
them, or their lives (hortencd by their fe-^ 
verity. And all this in the teeth of laws, to 
which his Majefty, by his reprefentative, ha& 
aflented ? 

Were his Majefty moved to give direiSions 
to his minifters, in this interval of war 
throughout the world, to take under confi- 
deration the feveral colony adts for the go*- 
vernaient of flaves, and to require the fe-- 
veral governors and chief juftices to report the 
manner of their execution ; the legal rights 
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€^ die Negroes would theil be knowii^ and 
the defeats in the diipen£ition of juftice to* 
wards diem be pointed out. It would then 
appear, that notwithftanding the provincial, 
laws enjcon reft to the Haves on the Sabbath, 
die moft humane planters in the iflands allow 
the Negroes that day to work in for them- 
felves, as their beft way of employing their 
time, while others contriveii to mare with 
the Negroe in the profits erf" his labour, by 
Cither sdbridging him of his ordinary weekly 
allowance of provifions, or obliging him to 
find part of his cloathing on account of 
giving him all Sunday to himfelf. I take 
particular notice of this evafion of divine 
and ftatute laws, becaufe of its rendering 
all religious inftrudion impradicable, and 
to (hew that the civil and religious regula- 
tions rcfpefting thefe wretches muft go to- 
gether; indeed until the planters are itiade 
to know that their property in their Negroes 
is legal, not abfolute and unconditional, but 
diat their Negroes have rights as well as 
they, nothing can ever be done for their 
civil comfort or their religious inftruftion. 
The colony laws univerfally prohibit the 
teaching Negroes to write, a caution which 
the planters think neceflary to prevent con- 
{piracies, and communication of ill defigns; 
nor is writing at all requifite for dieir reli- 
gious inftru£bon, even reading does not ieem 
indifpenfably neceflary for that purpofe ; 
How few among the Jews, or in any nation 
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ftf antiquity, underftood letters ? And until 
the Reformation the people of this country- 
were generally illiterate ; will it then be faid, 
that none in thofe circumftances were capable 
of being taught all that was neceflary for 
their falvation? Or that they could not 
know andi believe what was for their foul's 
health ? On the other hand, the knowledge 
of letters, even in the loweft degree, is too 
often fuppofcd to carry with it a fort of qua- 
lification for an ealy life, and an exemption 
from a laborious one ; and the latter being 
the Negroes lot, they might perhaps bear it 
with more unwillingnefs, or feek fome def- 
perate means for ridding themfelves of it. 
The ftated fervice of our church cannot in- 
deed be joined in throughout, by thofe who 
cannot read ; but I fliould hope to fee a more 
fimple mode of religious worlhip and in- 
ftrudion, prefented to the Negroes, one in 
which they (hbuld bear a lefs (hare than is 
given by our liturgy to the people, and there* 
fore better adapted to their capacities and con- 
dition. Too much muft not be attempted at 
once, men's meat muji not be given to babes. 
Theie creatures are even ignorant that there 
is a God, they muft then be taught a maker 
before they can comprehend a redeemer. It 
has been too much our way to tell them of 
both in a breath, and if they could be got to 
eabber over the apoftles creed without under- 
itanding the meaning of a fingle term, then 
to throw fome water in their face, and tell aH 
E th<? 
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the ,vrt)rld how many Chriftians wc had made, 
jind thus expofp the interefts of the church 
and the honour of the Society, to the ridicule 
of thofe who were acquaiijt^d with th^ mum- 
mery of thofe vain boaftings. Teaching th^ 
Negroes thq church of England's catochifm, 
is the general employment of the Society's 
miflionaries ; but befides its being much above 
their comprehenfion, it is too long, and too 
iJifficult to be got by heart by the Negroes in 
the little time the miffipnary can fpare to each, 
or their owners can be without their fervice, 
for the owners of flaves will not fuffer them 
to aflemble together in l?irge bodies, Ppr to 
have much intercourf? with one another ; in- 
deed few owners pf Negroes will fuffer thern 
to go to the catechift at all, becaufe of his houfe 
being a fort of general rendezvous for them,, 
where they are more apt to teach each other 
mifchief than to profit by the catechift's in- 
ftruftions. In thofe qolonies, where the Ne- 
groes out-number the white inhabitants, fuch 
rendezvous would be highly dangerous, even 
in the towns, and the planters in the cpuntry 
would never confent to let their fcveral gangs 
meet together. The truth i^, that all in- 
ftru(3:ion intended for thefe people while they 
are flaves, muft be given them within their 
pw»ers precindts. 

Itinerant miffionari^s will therefor? beft 
ferve this purpofe, and as the miifipnary's 
attendance at each plantation would, aftpr 
fome time, be only fieceflary for an hour pn 
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Sundays, he tnight vifit feveral the fame day; 
for if the planters approved of the plan, either 
themfelves or their overfeers \vduld cdrry it on 
in the abfence of the miffionary. 

Laymen would probably be more 2ealovts 
in this bufin^ft than ordained miffionariesj 
a^ they might hope by a faithful difcharge 
of it, to rec6mmend themfelves to the Society 
for Orders and lefs laborious miffions. Befides, 
the capacity of a Negroe is fo mean, and the 
things he knows fo very few and of fo ordi- 
nary a fort, that a man of a liberal education 
never could ftoop to make ufeof fuch low, not 
to fay abfurd imagery, as would be heceflary 
to convey his ideas to theni. Indeed I am 
afraid there would be (bmething impious in 
the reprefcntatbns he would be obliged to 
make of the Almighty in order to bring hini 
down to their underftandings, nor would it be 
eafy to frame any thing like a creed or cate- 
chifm for thefe poor creatures that would not 
be either {hocking or ridiculous* 

There Is a dialedt peculiar to thofe Negroes 
who have been born in our Colonies, or have 
been long there, that the miffionary muft 
idoptj in order to make hirafelf underftood, 
than which nothing could be more uncouth 
to the pronunciation of a man of fcience ; nor 
would it be Ifefs diflScult for him ta bring 
Kimfelf to ftudy what they faid to him. En- 
thufiafto is Only equal to fuch undertakings, 
and none could be fitter for the employment, 
than thofe lay preachers who are now in fuch 
numbers offering themfelves to the Society. 

E 2 Might 
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Might I be permitted to hint at the In- 
ilruftions which would be proper for thefd 
miffioiiaries, I would confine them to a very 
fhort fummary of religion. That there is one 
God in heaven who never dies, and who fees 
and knows every thing. That he made aU 
people, both whites and blacks. That he pu- 
nifhes all roguery, mifchief, and lying, either 
before death or after it. That he punifhes 
them for it before they die, by putting it into 
their mailers hearts to correft them, and after 
death by giving them to the devil to burn in 
his own place. That he will put it into their 
mafters hearts to be kind to thofe who do 
their work without knavery or murmuring. 
To take care of them in old age and ficknefs, 
and not to plague them with too much work, 
or to chaftife them when they are not able to 
do it. That in the other world after they 
die, he will give all good Negroes reft from 
all labour, and plenty of all good things. That 
it was God Almighty who put it into their 
mafters heads to give them Sunday for a holi- 
day, and for that reafon they ought to fay 
prayers to him, and fing fongs to him on 
that day. That the miffionary was come to 
them to tell them what God Almighty would 
have them do, that they might deferve his 
kindnefs for them,^ and that they would an- 
ger him if they did not mind what he told 
them. The heads of fuch a difcourfe being 
thrown into a fort of catechifin for the Ne- 
groes to get by heart, it would be fixed ia 
yieir memories, and thofe of them who could 
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reaibn upon it would acquire axf appetite td 
know fomewhat more. To fuch, the doc* 
trine of the fatisfaflion might then be opened^ 
by (imply telling them that every body, black 
and white, had done fo many bad things that 
God Almighty was very angry with all the 
world, and faid he would kill them all, and 
that none of them fhould be happy after their 
death. Upon which Jefus Chrift, God's only 
Son, laid he would take their faults upon him- 
felf, and that God might punifli him for* 
them ; and accordingly Jefus Chrift came down 
from heaven and fuffered himfelf to be whipped 
and tortured, and at laft killed, and fo made 
it up between his Father and the world. That 
he left the Bible behind him for directions to 
the world what they fhould do to pleaie his 
Father and him, and that he promifed to ftand 
up for all thofe who fhould do what that book 
told them, and would hejp them when they 
prayed to him for his affiflan<:e. 

The Negroes in general have an ear for 
mufick, and might without much trouble be 
taught to fing hymns, which would be the 
pleafanteft method of inflruding them, and 
bringing them fpeedily to offer praife to God. 
They fhould be taught fhort prayers for 
morning and evening, and grace to fay at 
meals. 

To engage the planters to fecond the en- 
deavours, of the miflionaries, it would be high- 
ly neceflary to preface the direftory, which 
may be thought fit to be compofed for the 
ufe pf the miflionaries, and to be difperfed 

among 
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4mdng the pMter b, with a difcouf fe addreifed 
to the dwrter* of Negrde* in the colotiiea, in 
which the kwfuliifefs of tttaifiifig the Nagitte 
flavei in pefpetual fenrittide ihould b^ fet 
Ibfth as the opinioft df the Soeifety, and the 
obligation to bring thoffe intb tha knowledge 
of the truth whotti God Almighty permits to 
be fubjeA to their direction, and to labour fof 
their benefit, prtfled home upon their confci- 
etices. 

Calre being thus taketi for an impartial ad* 
fnitiiftratioA of civil juftice to thefd unhappy 
people, and the fabbath allowed them for the 
pui^ftlei of religion : their owtterg beitt^ alfo 
freed from all appreheufions of lofing their Ne- 
^roe* fervice by lufFering them to be inftru£led 
\n religious duties, and a mode of inftruftion 
being adapted to their capacities and conditions, 
much might be hoped through the Divine fa- 
irour and afliftance, and the ignorance and 
cruel treatment of thefe creatures would no 
longer be a reproach to the wifdom and huma- 
nity of our civil and ecclefiaftical rulers. The 
ftupid obftinacy of the Negroes may indeed 
make it always neceflary to fubjedk them to 
fevere difcipline from their mafters, but in fto 
other circumftances does their condition of 
jMsrpetual fervitude require that their treat* 
ment (hould be different from that of hired 
fervants, efpecially if they had the fame re- 
ligion apd morality to bind them, that the 
others have. But whilft the Civil authority 
overlook* them, and they are left without 
other motives for Jtdion, and hardly more 

know- 
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knowledge of their duty, than is conamon to 
them with donieftic animals, it is no wonder 
that they are treated like brute beafts, or that 
it Ihould be almoft neceflary to treat them as 
fuch. If they are incapable of feeling men- 
tally, they will the more frequently be made 
to feel in their flefh. To thofe therefore who 
have the power or influence to redrefs the 
grievances of thefe poor wretches, is their 
cafe committed, and from thofe, who through 
indolence, or by feigning ignorance, or pre- 
tending an abhorrence of their condition, turn 
away from confidering it, will the iilipartial 
Judge of all the earth, one day require an ac- 
count of the mifery of thefe their fellow crea- 
tures. 



FINIS. 
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